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Measuring SDG progress: 
Three main points

(1) Outcome-based international SDG assessments are good “entry-
points” but must be complemented with other pieces of information 
and data (policy trackers, IAM, CGE etc.) to inform SDG actions  

(2) Different methodologies to track SDG progress and performance 
generate different results. 
• Our assessment reveals three drivers of these differences for EU countries: (1) 

Pre-defined performance thresholds; (2) Data sources; (3) Coverage of 
transboundary impacts (“international spillovers”)

(3) International spillovers must be carefully understood and 
measured so that (rich) countries’ actions do not undermine other 
countries’ ability to achieve the SDGs
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International organizations Prime Ministers and Ministers

Feedback from governments, business and society

Klaus Schwab, Founder and Executive Chairman 
of the World Economic Forum: “The SDG Index will 
increase the accountability that is urgently needed 
when it comes to Agenda 2030 and will promote its 
implementation.”

Key stakeholders

Finnish PM Sanna Marin: “We 
are proud of our ranking, but we 
still have a lot to do in order to 
achieve all of the SDGs.”

UN Deputy Secretary-General 
Amina J. Mohammed:
“The SDG Index and Dashboards 
help countries prioritize areas for 
action and help civil society 
groups to hold governments 
accountable.”



Method summary

1. Calculates distance to invariant 
sustainable development targets

2. Uses official (two-thirds) and non-
official data (one-third)

3. Includes around 100 indicators
4. Aggregates across all 17 SDGs 
5. Strong emphasis on accessibility and 

communication
6. Peer-reviewed and statistically 

audited methodology (Nature 
geoscience, Cambridge University 
Press, JRC)



2020: A major 
setback for 
sustainable 
development 
everywhere





Regional and subnational 
data platforms



Comparison of 4 
SDG monitoring 
instruments in 
Europe

Organization Report title Latest 
edition

Number 
of 

indicators

Includes 
baseline 

assessment 
("static")

Includes 
assessment 
of countries' 
trajectories 
("dynamic)

Pre-defined 
targets to 

achieve by 
2030

Data sources
Covers 

transboundar
y impacts

SDSN

Europe 
Sustainable 

Development 
Report

2020 113 Yes Yes Yes

Mix of official 
and non-
official 

statistics

Yes

OECD
Measuring 
Distance to 

SDG Targets
2019 132 Yes Yes Yes

Mainly 
official 

statistics
Partly

Eurostat

Monitoring 
report on 
progress 

towards the 
SDGs in an EU 

context

2020 100 No Yes Partly
Mainly 
official 

statistics
Partly

ASviS

Measuring the 
situation of the 

European 
Union with 

regard to the 
SDGs

2020 77 No Yes No
Mainly 
official 

statistics
No



International spillovers and the SDGs

• Environmental and social 
spillovers embodied into 
trade

• Direct cross-border flows in 
air and water

• International economic and 
financial flows

• Peace keeping and security



Global Commons Stewardship Index 



Existing international environmental 
benchmarks vs log GDP per capita

GCSI vs other international 
environmental benchmarks



International spillovers :
Make globalization and trade work for people and planet in 
the face of the pandemic

• International Spillover Index
• Working with the European 

Commission on spillover
indicators in the SDG context 

• Supply chains’ specific studies
• Policy work and business 

implications
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