The Sustainable Development
Report series

Guillaume Lafortune, Vice President and Head of Paris Office, SDSN

Rosstat Conference, “International country and city rankings: methodology, data, transparency”, 28 September 2021



Measuring SDG progress:
Three main points

(1) Outcome-based international SDG assessments are good “entry-
points” but must be complemented with other pieces of information
and data (policy trackers, IAM, CGE etc.) to inform SDG actions

2) Different methodologies to track SDG progress and performance
generate different results.
Our assessment reveals three drivers of these differences for EU countries: (1)

Pre-defined performance thresholds; (2) Data sources; (3) Coverage of
transboundary impacts (“international spillovers”)

3) International spillovers must be carefully understood and
measured so that (rich) countries’ actions do not undermine other
countries’ ability to achieve the SDGs
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Feedback from governments, business and society

Prime Ministers and Ministers Key stakeholders

International organizations
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Press Release: The EU Should Make 2021 the “Super Year” for Achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals in Europe and Globally, Shows New Report by
SDSN and IEEP

UN Deputy Secretary-General
Amina J. Mohammed:

“The SDG Index and Dashboards
help countries prioritize areas for
action and help civil society
groups to hold governments
accountable.” £l
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Sustainable development
in the European Union

Finnish PM Sanna Marin: “We
are proud of our ranking, but we
still have a lot to do in order to
achieve all of the SDGs.”

Ministerin Karohine Edtstadler (OVP)

Bei der Umsetzung der Nachhaltigkeitsziele hat
sich Osterreich auf Platz 6 verbessert,
wie Kanzleramtsministerin Karoline Edtstadler
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International SD4 ratings

SDG Index Finds No
European Country on Track,
Green Deal Brings Potential

Klaus Schwab, Founder and Executive Chairman
of the World Economic Forum: “The SDG Index will
increase the accountability that is urgently needed
when it comes to Agenda 2030 and will promote its
implementation.”

IISD SDG KNOWLEDGE HUB
A project by ISD
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Method summary

1. Calculates distance to invariant
sustainable development targets

Uses official (two-thirds) and non-

official data (one-third)

Includes around 100 indicators
Aggregates across all 17 SDGs
Strong emphasis on accessibility and

communication

2.

3.

4.

5.

6. .
auditec
geoscie

Peer-reviewed and statistically

methodology (Nature
nce, Cambridge University

Press, J

RC)

JRC TECHNICAL REPORTS

JRC Statistical Audit of the
Sustainable Development Goals
Index and Dashboards

Papadimitriou, Eles

..............

National baselines for the Sustainable
Development Goals assessed in the SDG Index




2020: A major
setback for
sustainable
development
everywhere
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Regional and subnational ;
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Comparison of 4
SDG monitoring
instruments in
Europe
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How Is Progress towards the Sustainable
Development Goals Measured? Comparing Four
Approaches for the EU

Guillaume Lafortune %, Grayson Fuller !, Guido Schmidt-Traub ! and Christian Kroll *

! Systainable Development Solutions Network, 75009 Pasis, France; grayson. fullerunsdsn.ong (GEJ;
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Abstract: Evidence-based policymaking must be rooted in sound data to inform policy priorities,
budget allocations, and tracking of progress. This is especiallv trae in the case of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), as they provide the policy framework that all 193 UN member states have
pledged to achieve by 2030. Geod data and clear metrics are critical for each country to take stock of
where it stands, devise pathways for achieving the goals, and track progress, Current assesements of

the EL's performance on the SDGs, however, tend to reach different findings and policy conclusions
on where the priorities for further action lie, which can be confusing for researchers and policymakers.
In order to demystify the drvers of such differences and make them transparent, this paper compares
and contrasts the results obtained by four SDG monitoring approaches. We identify three main
elements that are responsible for most of the differences: (i) the use of pre-defined targets for calculating
baseline assessments and countries” trajectories; (i) the inclusion of measures that track not |m|_\'

domestic performanee, but also the EU's transboundary impacts on the rest of the world; and (iii} the
use of non-official statistics to bridge data gaps, especially for biodiversity goals, This paper concludes
that there is not one “correct” way of providing an assessment of whether the EU and EU member
states are on track to achieve the goals, but we illustrate how the different resulis are the putcomes
of certain methodolegical choices, More “forward-looking” policy trackers are needed to assess

implementation efforts on key SDG transformations.

Keywords: Sustainable Development Goals; Agenda 2030; European Union; stafistics; international

spillovers; transboundary impacts; policy trackers
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International spillovers and the SDGs

 Environmental and social
spillovers embodied into
trade

* Direct cross-border flows in
air and water

* |nternational economic and
financial flows

» Peace keeping and security
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Regional average SDG Index score against International Spillover Index score

SDG Index 2021
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Global Commons Stewardship Index

GLOBAL COMMONS
STEWJARDSHIP INDEX

Center for Global Commons at the University of Tokyo
Sustainable Development Solutions Network
Vale Center for Environmental Law & Policy
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Working Paper 18 June 2021
Global Commons Stewardship Index:

A Statistical Review of the Pilot Methodology

Zachary A. Wendling?, Reed Miller?, Salma Dahir’, Guillaume Lafortune?,
Daniel C. Esty’, Guido Schmidt-Traub?, Naoko Ishii*, and Akiyuki Kawasaki*

! Sustainable Development Sclutions Network [SDEN)

2 Yale Center for Environmental Law & Policy, Yale University
I SYSTEMIO

A Center for Global Commons, University of Tokyo

Understanding the Spillovers
and Transboundary Impacts
of Public Policies

IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA FOR MORE
RESILIENT SOCIETIES
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Figure 2. Comparisons of Pilot GCS Index scores and ranks with other composite indices of
environmental impacts.
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International spillovers :
Make globalization and trade work for people and planet in
the face of the pandemic

Towards more
sustainability in !

- International Spillover Index

B actors support zero-
| ‘deforest . and SDG efforts?

- Working with the European
Commission on spillover ;oc;aléﬂmmrleﬁectsl h
. . . in the EU’s textile supply chains
indicators in the SDG context

B ke

- Supply chains’ specific studies

. , — —— FIXING
International spillover effects in the EU's textile

- Policy work and business ottt
implications
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Contact

info@sdgindex.org
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